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Israelis aland aboutwhich God say8luniquely, propheticallyredemptiely andrepeatedlin the
BibleN Orhisis Mine OGod refergo IsraebsHe doego no otherlandon Eath. Israelvasraisecup to
bealight to the Gentiles.

The Churchatits inceptionwasvirtually entirely Jewish,andit remainedsountil the Gospepegarto
spead.Ultimatelythe Gospekpeadto AntiochNwhee thefirst GentilecongegatiorbeganNthebase
from whichthe Gospebkpeadinto all theworld.

In the bookof Romanschapter® through11, the ApostlePaul dealswith the questiorof the Jawsin
God®providenceandpurposeThesehreechaptersirtually standalone within the wholeof the Bible,
asan elaboratiorof the theologyof God@dealingwith Jaws.The Jewswere the GirstfruitOEthe Girst
peopl®(throughAbraham)o understané covenantGod. Theythenrelagdthe richesof that truth to
theworld, andthroughtheir agencythe Messialtamento theworld. The Word of God callsJewsthe
@ootOandGentileshe Obranches/@te remindedhat while Obecaustunbeliefsomefthemwere bro-
kenoffandyoustandoy faith Owe are not to becoméhaughtybut to fear:OBr if Goddid notspagthenat-
ural branchesje maynotspaeyoueitheOWhenthe fullnesf the Gentiless completedq@ll Isaelwill
besaedO (v. 11:16-27)

WHY StanD WITH ISRAELTODAY?

We are living in a sobeing momentin history that callsus,asbelieersin JesugChrist, to takea stand
with IsraelWe couldbepeoplef thelasthour We are not to be passigin the faceof prophecywe are
calledto praywith passionto intercedeandto ministeraccodingto the wordsof the Saviorwho saidit
IS not our taskto speculatevhenthe endwill be.It isourresponsibility do Kingdombusinessntil He
comeglLuke19:13).

Thisis notaboutpoliticsthisis aboutheWord of GodEbut thepoliticalramificationare extemely
dramatic Scriptue declagsthere will comeatime whenall the nationsof the world will turn against
Israellt is sohighlyconceiablethis couldhappenn ourtimethatit is criticalto outline:whywe should
standwith Isaeltoday

BEiGHT REASONSFOR STANDING WITH | SRAEL

1) Every belieeris chargedo makethe Jewsa priority in their valuesysterandto renderthanksgiving
fromtheir heatsfor GodSwoik via themasa people.

Understandinghe basif the attentionthat we give to the Jawshasto do with understandin@od®
divine orderandthingsthat God said.It involvesa peopleandaland.

Evely belieeris chargedo makeJewsa priority in their valuesystenbecaus&od has.

The Lord selected peopleEHe begarby selectinggmannamedAbrahamThe Lord saidthat
throughthe seedf Abraham(in relationwith hiswife, Sarah givingbirth to the promisedchild,
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|saachll the nationsof the Eatth will beblessedEesty humanbeinghavingacces® the divinebless-
ing of Almighty God.
In Genesid 2:3,the Lord saysn the covenantHe makesvith AbrahamOlwill blesthosevhobless

you,and! will curséimwhocursegu;andin youall thefamilieoftheeath shalbeblessed
This relatesot only to a people(the Jews),but it alsorelateso aland(Israel).
¥ God will judgenationsanddealwith themfor their decisiongustasHe doesndividuals.

The Lord chosehemfor purposesOEwhoarethel saeliteso whompetain theadoptiontheglos; the
caenantsthegivingofthelaw theseviceof God,andthepromisegifwhomarethefatherandfrom
whom accatingto thefleshChristcamewhois overall, theetenallyblesse@od. AmenO(Romans9:4)
The Adoption: God®@divinechoiceof the seedf Abrahamasa people.
The Glory: the manifespresencef God reealingHimself
The Covenantscommitmentshat God makes:
The AbrahamicCovenantEGod saysQIwill giveyoua peoplanda land,andthrough
thisseethenationftheEarth will beblessed(Genesid7)
TheMosaidcCovenantEthe reelationof the law givenasateachingneango leadusto
Christ:redemptiorthroughthe bloodof the Lamhb
TheNewCovenantEIn JeremiahandEzekiel, God saysn wordsalmostparallelObr the
timewill comehat! will takeMy law andl will makea newcaenantwith you,andl will
put My Sirit within youO
The GreatesGift: thewonderof the gift of Jesugso mankind.God solovedthatHe gae His
only begotterSonEH e gae Him throughthe Jaws,andH e cameasa Jaw. JesusHimself speaking
to the womanof Samariasaid,O&hationis of the Jaws.O

K K K

So Scriptue speak$o usvely clearlywedte dealingvith therootof e\erythingthathasto dowith thereela
tion of Godto humankindThe proof of thisisin the vely existencef the Jawsasa peopleandthe factthat
theyle beerrecaered asa nation. Todaythe stuggleis over kusalemepver Israelandover the presence
of Jawsandtheirright to hawe aland.There are few nationswilling to makeanabidingcommitmentto
standby the Jawsandlsraelput the Bible saysGod will honorthosewho do.

2) Our placein Goddpresenbrderinextricablylinks uswith the ewsasa peoplendtheebytheland of
Israelaccodingto theWord.

Whenwe put our faith in the Redeemewho camehroughthe Jaws,we enterinto aline of thosewho
hae trustedGod accoding to Hisrevealedyraceandredemptie purpose.

Scriptue declagesthat, spirituallyspeakingwhenyou receie the Lord, you becomea Jew
(Romang2:28-29;Galatians3:26-29).
If you are abelieer, youcannobeconsistemtith thewholeof Scriptue andtakea position
thatispassetovard thelewsandlsael.

3) God hasmadeuniquedeclarationsegading theland of Israewhichhawe neer beerrescinded:

Leviticus25:23N Thelandisthe Lord@land,apqlit is Histo assigrmnddisposef: Oheland
shallnotbesoldpoemanentiyfor thelandis MineEO
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Deuteonomy32:43N ORjoiceQ Gentileswith His peopleEH will provideatonemerior Hisland
andHispeopl@

2 Chronicles?:20N God saysf the peopleviolateMe OEI will upootthemfromMy landwhichl
hawegiventhemEO

Psalm85:1-2N OLat, Youhawe beerfavombleto Yourland;Youhae broughbackhecaptivityof Jacob
Youhaeforgientheiniquity of Your peoplefou hae coeredall theirsinO

IsaialB:8 N Thislandbelonggo FatherGod andit isthe landof His Messiah®Eandthestetching
outofhiswingswill fill thebreadtofYourland,O ImmanueD

Jremiah2:7N The Lord tellsthe peoplewhy there will comethe loss the destuction of the city of
JusalemOlbroughtouinto a bountifulcountyEbut whenyouenteed youdefilednylandandmade
myheritagan abominatio®

Ezekiel38:16N God is speakingo peopldn the endtimeswhoriseup againstsraelGod is speak-
ing of aconfontationthatwill takeplacen His land.Ovouwill comeup againsMy peoplésaelEl will
bringyouagainsmMy land,sathatthenationsnayknav Me,whenl amhallavedin youEO
Jell:6,2:18,3:2N Threetimesin this book,the landis referedto asbelongingo the Lord. OBr a
nationhascomeup againsMy landEO(1:6) O hentheLord will bezealouor HislandEOQ(2:18) Ol
will gatheall nationsandbringthemdown to theValleyof 2hoshaphandl will enteiinto judgment
with themthee onaccounvf My peopleyly heritagésael Whomtheyhae scattedamondhenations;
theyhaealsadividedup My land((3:2)

Hose®:3N Thisreferdo the scatteringf Israel(rheyshalinotdwellin theLomd®land,but Ephiaim
shallretun to Egypt,andshalleatunclearhingsn Assyri®)

Zechariat®:16 N (rheLom theirGodwill saethemin thatday astheflockof His peopldpr theyshall
belike thejevelsofa crown, liftedlike a banneover HislandEOQ

Whenwe talk aboutlsraelyve are dealingwith: 1) a pieceof propety that God hasmadepronouncements
aboutand?2) Godopeopleo whomHeSgiventheland.It isamajorissuewith the Creatorof all things,
andit is non-negotiablelhingsthat God hassaid,uniquely aboutlsraehawe neer beerrescinded.

Not only doeghelandbelongto God, but alsoGod hascommittedthelandto Abrahamandhis off-
springvialsaadore\er. (Genesid7:7-8)

QWith a little wrath| hid My facefromyouEbut My kindnesshallnotdepatr fromyou, norshallMy
caenanbofpeacberemoedEQ(Isaialb4:8-10)

Thelossof governancédy Israethroughsinanddispersiomasnot alteed God®announcedommit-
mentto makeit theirsforever (ReadEzekiel37:1-28).

4) IsraeBpresentonflictis neitherby their initiativ e nor perpetuatetly expansionisror racism
ontheir part.

The generaattitudeof the world todayregatisthe Palestinianasthe undedog,but Isaelis defendinthe
landcaenantedb themin 1917andestablisheldy the United NationsAssemblyn 1948.The Palestinian
goalis not to secue ahomelandut to drive IsaeloutaltogetheFor the sakeof mountingpublicopinion
againstsraelsurounding,well-resoucedArabnationshawe ne\er offeedrefugeto the Palestinianslhe
majorityof the world does®know this, andnobodyis botheringto tell thembecaussympathieare so
overriddenby otherforces.
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5) To standwith Israels notto opposérab peopleasan entity or to opposéherightsof Arabsliving in
Israelto a peacefulpoliticallysecus, and prospesuslife.

God hasno dispositioragainsanyhumanbeing,cetainly not Arabswho are the offspringof, Ishmaelthe
othersonof His choseneadeAbraham Sandingfor Israebdoes®requie ananti-Arabstancenddoes
requie usto belovelessowad otherpeoples.

6) Therelentlesanimositiesf sectoref the Arab world are not meelypolitical causelsut are drivenby
spiritual paversthat will not besatisfiedintil Israelceasds exist.

The forcesopposedo Israehre not simplythoseof peoplevho dorlike Jaws.We are caughin the
streamof spiritualforcegreateithan humanity forceshat cannotbe overthrown politicallyor by the
power of persuasionlheséorcesanonlybebrokenoy inteicesspprayerwhee principalitieandpavers
arecastlovn.

7) Thesamespirit driving thesanimositiess equallyopposetb Christiansasto ewsandin time will
eentuallybring persecutioto both.

JstasScriptue stateshere are two witnessethat will beput to deathin Jerusalenatthe vety endof time
(Re\elation11), there hae beentwo witnessethat hawe stoodfor God throughouthistolyNthe Jewsand
the Christians.

The hostilitiesandanimositiese just asleeledat belieersastheyare at Israelpecausthereis a spiritin
theworldthatis againsall thatis calledGod ande\erythingaboutHim.

God asCreatorNto Whom we owe our worship

God asdudgeNto Whom we owe our accountability

God asRedeemerNWhdasshavn HimselfthroughHis Son, Jesus.

God asthe moralLawgier of all humanityNto Whom we owe aresponsibilityn termsof

our behaviar

8) A biblicalassignmerand a divine promisesummorour standin faith, our intercessiowith
expectangyand our suppar with promise.

We are calledto standwith Israetodaybecausee couldbe peopleof the lasthour. The Lord hascalledus
to bepeoplewith moralandbiblicalconvictionwalkingwiselyandknowing His Word. He will honor
thosewho makean abidingcommitmento standwith the landHeScalleduniquelyHis. (Psalm122:6).

AcTIoNS You CAN TAKE To OSAND UP FOR ISRAED

1) Equip yourselfwith reliabldnformation,awiding bigotry anddisalleving Oblindspots.®ecognie the
dispositiorof the popularpress.Assesepots cautioushput not with paranoiaBecomdamiliarwith
thebasic®f history in the Middle Eastandunderstandhe pastcentuy.

2) Acceptwith continuingfaithfulnesshe BibleScallto OPRayforthepeacef kusale@(Psalm22:6),and
praythat our Nationwill governin thelight of Genesid 2:1-3E  Olwill blesthosevhoblesgouEQ
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3) Prayerfully considewisitinglsraehsapoint of practicakuppot.

4) Show friendshiptowad Jewishfriends Affirm thatyou, asa belieer, standwith Israebsa point of
your Bible-basedommitmentto God.

5) While acknavledgingheterroristhabitsof radicalMuslims begraciouso others.

Takeactionbecausg®sucha pivotallyimportant time. Today the shavdown that we faceis socloseo
beingthe nationsof the eath againstsraeandwhoeer is left that standswith them.

Thefinal issuewill be QWho is for ChristandHis wayandwhoisrf?rhe Lord hascalledusto bea

peoplevhowill touchpeopleandwill standwith moralandbiblicalconvictiondor criticalissuesEand
thisisone.
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